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Prosecution History Summary 



Claims 1-7 are canceled. 



Claims 8, 10, 24, and 26 are amended. 



Claims 8-27 are pending. 



DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 



1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 03/26/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 1 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. The Applicant does not provide enough description to convey whereby a person's 
medical history can be recoded, updated, and accessed using the electronic device without the 
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need for special software preinstalled on the electronic device, and without the need for access to 
a website or to a database of medical records that is external to the apparatus. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

6. Claim 1 and 24 recite the limitation "whereby a person's medical history can be recorded, 
updated, and accessed using the electronic device without the need for special software 
preinstalled on the electronic device, and without the need for access to a website or to a 
database of medical records that is external to the apparatus." The examiner is unable to 
interpret how the medical history can be recorded, updated, and accessed using the device 
without the need for special software. The examiner is further unable to determine what 
constitutes a "special" software. For examination purposes, the examiner interprets a person's 
medical history can be recorded, updated, and accessed using the electronic device. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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2. Claims 8-11, 13-21, and 24-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Honda et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,021,3931 

3. As per claim 8, Honda teaches a portable, hand carried apparatus comprising a 
combination of hardware and software sufficient to record, update, and access a person's medical 
history using an electronic device having a processor that is capable of accessing the apparatus 
without the need for special software, and without the need for access to a website or to a 
database of medical records, that is external to the apparatus (Honda: abstract), the apparatus 
comprising: 

(a) machine-readable memory (Honda: figure 7A & 7B) and a USB connector connectible to a 
USB port of an electronic device for access to the machine-readable memory of the apparatus by 
the electronic device (Honda: col. 5, 21-40). The examiner interprets I/O interfaces to include a 
USB port and the optical card read/write device to have a USB connector connectible to a USB 
port; 

(b) machine-executable instructions contained in the machine-readable memory and constituting 
a program executable by the electronic device for performing a method comprising the steps of, 

(i) storing medical records in a secure database in the machine -readable memory of the 
portable, hand carried apparatus (Honda: col. 1, 66 to col. 2, 4), 

(ii) updating the medical records in the secure database in the machine-readable memory 
of the portable, hand carried apparatus (Honda: col. 2, 38-48), and 

(iii) providing access to the medical records in the secure database in the machine- 
readable memory of the portable, hand carried apparatus (Honda: col. 3, 47-58). 
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(iv) providing a graphical user interface for selectively recording, updating, and accessing 
a person's medical history by a use of the electronic device (Honda: col. 4, 62 to col. 5, 
35); 

(c) whereby a person's medical history can be recorded, updated, and accessed using the 
electronic device without the need for special software preinstalled on the electronic device, 
without the need for access to a website or a database of medical records that is external to the 
apparatus (Honda: col. 5, 36-40; col. 5, 49 to col. 6, 5; abstract). 

4. As per claim 9, the apparatus of claim 8 is as described. Honda further teaches wherein 
the program stores (Honda: col. 1, 66 to col. 2, 4), updates (Honda: col. 2, 38-48), and provides 
access to medical records (Honda: col. 3, 47-58) only for a single individual (Honda: col. 1, 13- 
16). 

5. As per claim 10, the apparatus of claim 8 is as described. Honda further teaches further 
comprising data contained in the machine-readable memory (Honda: figure 7A-7B) and 
constituting the secure database of medical records (Honda: col. 2, 38-47), which the program 
stores (Honda: col. 1, 66 to col. 2, 4) and updates (Honda: col. 2, 38-48), and to which the 
program provides access (Honda: col. 3, 47-58). 

6. As per claim 1 1, the apparatus of claim 10 is as described. Honda further teaches 
wherein the secure database is encrypted (Honda: col. 2, 48-57). 

7. As per claim 13, the apparatus of claim 8 is as described. Honda further teaches wherein 
said step (i) of storing medical records comprises inputting medical information into the program 
(Honda: col. 4, 40-48; col. 4, 53-61). 
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8. As per claim 14, the apparatus of claim 8 is as described. Honda further teaches wherein 
said step (i) of storing medical records comprises inputting medical information into the program 
by scanning, keying, or downloading (Honda: col. 4, 40-48; col. 4, 53-61). 

9. As per claim 15, the apparatus of claim 8 is as described. Honda further teaches wherein 
said step (i) of storing medical records comprises importing medical information into the 
program from various file formats (Honda: col. 5, 21-40; col. 5, 52-54; figure 5). 

10. As per claim 16, the apparatus of claim 8 is as described. Honda further teaches wherein 
said step (ii) of updating medical records comprises appending medical information to a medical 
record without deleting any medical information existing in the medical record (Honda: col. 5, 
21-40; col. 5, 52-54; figure 5). 

11. As per claim 17, the apparatus of claim 8 is as described. Honda further teaches wherein 
the program does not provide the functionality of deleting medical information in the secure 
database (Honda: col. 8, 40-50). 

12. As per claim 18, the apparatus of claim 8 is as described. Honda further teaches wherein 
the program does not provide the functionality of deleting a medical record from the secure 
database (Honda: col. 8, 40-50). 

13. As per claim 19, the apparatus of claim 8 is as described. Honda further teaches wherein 
the electronic device comprises a PC, and wherein said step (iii) of providing access comprises 
outputting a medical record from the secure database to the PC (Honda: col. 7, 64 to col. 8, 6). 

14. As per claim 20, the apparatus of claim 8 is as described. Honda further teaches wherein 
said step (iii) of providing access comprises printing (Honda: claim 8) and displaying medical 
information (Honda: col. 7, 64 to col. 8, 6) from one or more medical records in the secure 
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database. The examiner interprets that providing the printer is the same as providing access to 
printing a medical record. 

15. As per claim 21, the apparatus of claim 8 is as described. Honda further teaches wherein 
the method performed by the program further comprises the step of displaying a person's medical 
history when the USB connector is connected to a USB port of the electronic device (Honda: 
col. 5, 21-40). 

16. For claims 24 and 26, please see the citations of claim 8. 

17. As per claim 25, the device of claim 24 is as described. Honda further teaches wherein 
the memory device comprises a flash memory card (Honda: figure 7A & 7B). 

18. For claim 27, please see citations of claim 25. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

19. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

20. Claims 12 and 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Honda et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,02 U93) in view of Eberhardt (U.S. Patent No. 5,832,488) . 

21. As per claim 12, the apparatus of claim 10 is as described. Honda further teaches 
wherein the secure database includes information pertinent to the treatment of a person, 
comprising: 

(a) personal information including name, address, phone, and emergency contact information 
(Honda: figure 3, C); 
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(b) emergency medical information including medical alerts, blood type, allergies (Honda: col. 
6, 18-21) 

(c) current medical information including primary physician contact, medical conditions, 
medications, and treatments (Honda: col. 6, 12-14; col. 6, 16-18); 

(d) historical medical information including a log of medical office visits, physicians, images 
from medical scans, a log of vital statistics, immunizations, and surgeries (Honda: col. 6, 20-26). 

Honda does not teach wherein the secure database includes information pertinent to the 
treatment of a person, comprising: (e) insurance information including referral letters. 

Eberhardt teaches wherein the secure database includes information pertinent to the 
treatment of a person, comprising: (e) insurance information including referral letters 
(Eberhardt: claim 4). 

One of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made would have found it 
obvious to combine the teachings of Honda with Eberhardt with the motivation that the computer 
system makes it possible for an individual's medical history to be "read" from the card and 
displayed on the computer (Eberhardt: col. 1, 27-34). 

22. As per claim 22, the apparatus of claim 8 is as described. Honda does not teach further 
teaches wherein the program further performs the steps of dating and time stamping added 
medical information and the identification of the party adding the medical information. 

Eberhardt teaches further teaches wherein the program further performs the steps of 
dating and time stamping added medical information and the identification of the party adding 
the medical information (Eberhardt: col. 10, 52-62). 

The motivation to combine the teachings is the same as claim 12. 
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23. As per claim 23, the apparatus of claim 22 is as described. Honda does not teach wherein 
the program further performs the steps of generating a report of medical information added to the 
secure database, the report including the party that added the medical information and the date 
and time that such medical information was added to the secure database. 

Eberhardt teaches wherein the program further performs the steps of generating a report 
of medical information added to the secure database, the report including the party that added the 
medical information and the date and time that such medical information was added to the secure 
database (Eberhardt: col. 10, 52-62). 

The motivation to combine the teachings is the same as claim 12. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SHEETAL R. RANGREJ whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1368. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Christopher Gilligan can be reached on 571-272-6770. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Sheetal R. Rangrej/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3626 



/CLuke Gilligan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3626 



